


Socially it was a wonderful night. Thanks must also go to Helen Carberry such a good job without the support of
Financially it wasa great success who made that lovely quilt that was the other volunteers including our
I am indeed grateful to all those who raffled. There were many there that were local people as well as Catherine
helped Pauline brip everything hoping to winit and the eventual winner, Fitzgerald, our speh therapist from

together and of course also to all those Jennifer from AVI, was really thrilled Australian Volunteers International,
that came, as, without them it would when her name was called out. and Jane Burntor@ physiotherapist

not have been a success. There was a little concern ththe night  from Melbourne who paid her own
As | mentiored at the dinner, the Senta may not have been a financial succes: way up here to work for 3 months at
Bilong Helpim would not exist without when the numbers were down on lasiine Senta Bilong Helpim. Jane has
your support, and others like you, and year's. However the entertainment and only 2 weeks to go and she will be

it was indeed pleasirtg see new the aiction ensured the success of the sorely missed when she goesitb
members sign up on the night. night and so | would like to thank all fortunately she has devoted a lot of
There were many that would have liked those that came along in support of the time with the volunteers showing and
to have come, but were not able due tc Senta Bilong Hipim. teaching how each child was to be
other comniments. | am letting you exercised. Goodutk Jane on your
know now that there will be another \n\/alcome home. travels.

dinner next year. The venue is not ye! o o
known but, more than likelyit will be Aft_er arriving in Australia in July for . .
a Friday night in October and so | am Spinal surgery, | was really champing at Disappointment.

the bit to get back homet ook nearly 4 | came home to one disappointment
) ) months before | was allowed back and it and that was that our house had been
“The Senta Bilong Helpim would have taken quite a bit longer had recently burgtd and so | had to go
would not exist without Dr. Elizabeth Lewis got to see ym through my room to see what was
’ surgeon before | did, but it was well missing.
your support.... worth the wait and | certainly did not Yesterday | went to the police and

expect the welcome that | got.
As the plane taxe in, | could see a

giving you plenty of notice to keep Ccrowd waiting but did not think that it
those Fridays free until we settle on the Was for me until one of the passengers
exact night. If anyone has any ideas pointed out the banner thatw/for me.

that can be incorporated to ensure th/! was met, as | left the plane, by a

night is a success in all ways, then Singsing group from Waromo. They sang
please let uknow well in advance so and danced around me before leading mi

as the night can be well planned. to the terminal where another group had [

The auction and the manner in which composed and sang a welcome hom
Leon ran it, really was the higght of ~ SOng, after which there was all the

the night and so | would hope that it 'u9ging and hand shalg from the _ _
could be repeated at the next dinner crowds that had come to the airport to really gave them a piece of myind

Think about if you would be able to Meet me. It really was a very emotional and told them that | would give them 3
make orcontribute items for auction time especially for me, but also fothers ~days to get results in their
and let us know at a later date. but it really did turn to laughter when one investigations. | told them that | wasn't
well wisher gave me a resounding slap or interestedn taking anyone to court, all
the back and nearly broke his hamdroy | wanted were the stolen goods
brace. brought back. | also told them to put
It is so good to be back after such a lonc the word out that our houseag not to
time away but if | shake any more hands | be robbed again because of the help
think that | will have to returto Australia  we give to people from all parts of the
to have my shoulder repaired. country. They said that they would do
| was absolutely delighted with things at asl asked and they drove off to talk to
the Senta. | owe a great deal of gratitud people as | left. | have no doubt that
to Claire and Harry for the way they have the police know who the culprits are
kept things going, certainly we have never but probably te stolen goods have
looked back since Claire arrived, she haslong since gone. Maybe there will be a

. : been a real asset. But of course botlfinal episode to that story in the next
Bro Jim addressing the guests while Claire and Harry could not have done letter. Until then | wish yo God's
the video plays in the background blessings.

Bro. Jim.
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Senta Daily Schedule

+ The following article arrived too late for publication in the last newsletter.

+ Florence, one of the dedicated volunteers at the Senta gives us a very good overview of the day
to day activities at the Senta

+ We congratulate her on this article, and all the great work done by the volunteers

Our normal day at the Centre usually
starts at around 9.00 o’clock in the
morning, but depends a lot on the
arrival of all the dildren with
disabilities and our volunteers and
helpers.

At 9.00am we start the day with
prayers in the lobby and after that
the children undergo their stretching
exercises.

After the stretching exercises, which
usually take up 20 minutes the
children split up into respective

groups depending on the nature of
their disability. The deaf children

undergo classroom work on speech
therapy or Braille lessons for the
blind.

Other children with limb disabilities

usually undergo physiotherapy with
the variousequipment that we have.
This is done with each child's
volunteer under supervision by the
Physiotherapist.

The Physiotherapy program takes up to The children have lunch and at around

20 minutes and usually runs till
10.30am.
At around 11.00am the children

undertake mathand spelling lessons in
the classroom. At around 11.30 the
children are taken to the lobby to play
ball games till 12 noon.

ﬂ

1.00pm it is time to go to the pool for
hydrotherapy programs.

The hydrotherapy programsually takes
us up to 1.30pm. Sometimes we take the
children to the beach for a swim with
their helpers.

At 2.00pm we have clasg prayers in the
lobby and then the children are taken
home by Marie and Claire.

| would like to thank the volunteers,
especially Jane, Catherine, and Claire. |
would also like to thank the local
volunteers, both the girls and boys for
giving ther time to work in the Centre.
We hope for that support to continue each
year.

The children also thank Marie and Claire
for trarsporting us safely each day
accident free.

Lastly our best wishes to Brother Jim.

May God bless you and we look forward
to seemng you soon.

Florence Robin
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Raffle Prize Winners

Quilt(donated by Mrs Helen Carberry) was won by Jennifer Street
from Australian Volunteers International

Rotary Club Raffle.

The raffle was drawn on Sat 8th December but the editor of this
newsletter was not able to get results at time of going to print.
Watch this space in the next newsletter, results will be published then.

Page 3

SENTA BILONG HELPIM



MEET THE CHILDREN

Dixieisa 10 year old girl who comesto
the Senta from a settlement an hour's drive
away. She has a moderate curvature of
her spine, has no right thumb, has a weak
heart, is partially blind, and has other
symptoms of an undiagnosed syndrome.
She loves a good time, and adds a lot of
laughs to a day at the 'Senta'’!

I live with Mama and papa. Mama isvery good. She cooks rice and kumu. Riceismy
favourite food. Mamatalks a lot! Papa smokesa lot. He plays with me though. | have
adog, but no cat. | like cats. My dogs name is'LukSave' (he apparently recognises
everything and everyone!) | have 2 brothers and 3 sisters. We sleep altogether on
the floor. Mama and Papa sleep in another room. We can't go into that room! | like
coming to the Senta. Papa goes to Jayapura and gets us new clothes sometimes. My
hair is very short because Mum cuts it when we get lice.

WOULD YOU LIKE TO SEE THESE

PHOTOS IN COLOUR?
We now have our own website
Click on to www.sbh.netmenu.nl

Michiel van de Watering from Holland will up-
date our website monthly

If you have any suggestions or information you
would like to contribute or receive about the Senta
Bilong Helpim please contact Bro. Jim or Pauline
McKenzie

(@www.sbh.netmenu.nl
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MEET THE VOLUNTEERS

All of usfrom the SENTA BILONG HELPIM give our
love and greetingsto all our friends for a very happy and
holy Christmas.

We are full of love and appreciation for all your support
over the past year.

My name is Ursula and |
am from Waromo Village.
At my place, | usually help
my mother in the garden,| |
washing sago etc. '-

| also work as a volunteer
with the disabled children. |
came in 1999, so now it isp
close to three years here. |

At the centre, | teachhé ;
deaf children and also teacH" !

physio too.

On April 24, 2001, | went
with  Martha (a deaf
volunteer) to a six week
sign language course in
Port Moresby. At the
school, we learnt sign
language with a class of
elementary children ral
played sports with them. |
am very happy that | went
to the course and can teach
the deaf children at the
Senta.

Mi Ursula bilong Waromo
village, long peles mi save
helpim mama bilong mi long
wok garden, wasim saksak etc.

Mi  wok olsem wanpela
voluntia blong ol disabled
pikinini long yia 1999 i kam
inap nau so klostu 3 yia nau.

Insait long disabled senta yet,
m wok wantaim ol deaf
pikinini skulim o lainim ol
long sign, na helpim ol physio
tu.

April 24th 2001 mi bin go
wantaim Martha (em i deaf).
Mipela go long 6 week sign
language course long Port
Moresby. Long dispela skul
mipela lainim ol sign wantaim
ol elementry class, na pilai
sports  wantaim ol. Mi
hamamas tru taim mi skul or
kism dispela course wantaim
ol deaf pikinini.
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Pictures speak louder than words!

&

Jane finds it hard to say
goodbye

Special gifts for
special friends

Home at last

What a welcome!
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Michael thinks cathy is
a great teacher

Oh Harry!

And what a Sing sin
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News from SBHSAI

ur Annual General Meeting was held at Hawthorn on Monday 26th November
2001..
Although we had our 1st AGM in March this year we needed to bring the date for-
ward to fulfill our obligations as an incorporated body to hold our AGM within 5
months of the close of the financial year. Our AGM will now be held every year
around Oct/ Nov.

The committee was re-elected unopposed and stands as last year. (See page 9)
except for Bro. Jerome Dunne who will return to PNG. The Passionist representa-
tive on the committee is Fr Tim O'Toole.

We look forward to another busy year. Harry Soni will be studying in Melbourne
two days per week and receive some practical experience in managerial and allied
health roles. Harry will be staying in Melbourne two nights per week and the rest of
the time will be at Wallington, near Geelong. If anyone wants to brush up on their
“pidgeon” | am sure Harry will be all too willing to help.

Claire will return to Australia for a well deserved break over Christmas.

Martijn has returned to Holland and will encourage support for the Senta in Holland
and beyond

The delightful Christmas card by the staff at the Senta is an indication of the
appreciation felt by our friends in PNG. It is certainly a privilege to be part of the
team that has achieved so much in establishing St Gemma’s. The aim of this
newsletter is to keep all “team members” from all over the world informed about
how their support benefits the disabled at the Senta Bilong Helpim.

Please accept my membership of the Senta Bilong Helpim Support (Aust) Inc. | enclose

_W $10 membership for 2002/2003 (please tick)

All cheques to be made out to “Senta Bilong Helpim Support (Aust) Inc”.

B .(S Al | would like to make a regular $ donation towards the Senta Bilong Helpim, every |:| month/s

| am able to enclose $ I:I donation towards the Senta Bilong Helpim.
The Secretary

Senta Bilong Helpim Support (Aust) Inc. Name
260 Grubb Rd Add
Wallington VIC 3221 ress
Phone:0352561076

Fax: 0352562576 Email:

Email: PAULINEMCKENZIE@bigpond.com
Phone Number

Please debit my credit card Total amount $

cado. [ 1] OOOOOOOONON
Bankcard |:| Visa |:| MasterCard |:| Expiry date

Name on card

Signature
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Postage Paid
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PRINT POST APPROVAL 3126 88/00062
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Mrs Pauline McKenzie
260 Grubb Rd Q
Wallington Vic 3221 QO

Phone:0352561076 *
Fax: 0352562576 \8b
Email: PAULINEMCKENZIE@bigpond.com 0\

Thank you for your donations

As of 20th November 2001, we have:

Paid up Members 98
Pledges
Monthly contributions $ 670.00
Annual contributions $1220.00 our mailing list .

. .. ur mailing list is extensive!
Profits from Fundraising If you do not wish to receive this
Dinner $1,040.00 newsletter please let us know!
Auction, head/tail, flowers, donations On the other hand if you wish others

$1,745.30 to be included, p(lje:gs;ir;g :s their
Car Raffle $1,229.10 namesan
Quilt Raffle $ 228.35
“Where Cultures Meet” $ 250.00
Other donations: $8159.00

A total of $6139 has been transferred to Bro.
Jim since 30th June 2001. This money was
used for building, maintenance and adminis-

trative costs of the Senta. . . . .

We have merchant banking
facility available. If you would
like to make a regular donation
through your credit card to
assistth e running costs of the
Senta, please contact us or fill
in the form on page 15

The committee of Senta Bilong Helpim Support (Aust) Inc. send their best
wishes to you all for Christmas and the New Year.

!Q!t{!ﬁ!ﬁ!ﬁ!

T his newsletter is scheduled for March, June, September and December 2002
Any contributions or photos very gratefully received.
Please contact Pauline McKenzie




